Anterior segment ischemia in chronic herpes simplex keratouveitis.
Six patients with chronic herpes simplex keratouveitis developed a rapidly progressive ocular inflammation unresponsive to corticosteroid and antiviral therapy. Severe secondary glaucoma unresponsive to maximum medical therapy ensued and was treated by cyclocryotherapy in five patients. Ocular ischemia with secondary corneal and scleral calcification subsequently developed in all six patients. All had also received prolonged topical therapy with topical antiviral agents, corticosteroids, beta adrenergic blockers and epinephrine compounds. Three eyes eventually required enucleation for the relief of pain; one stabilized, and two others became phthisical. One of the phthisical eyes developed a secondary fungal endophthalmitis. Histopathologic examination of the three enucleated globes revealed extensive corneal, scleral and conjunctival calcification, secondary angle closure, iris and ciliary body necrosis, focal choroiditis, retinal necrosis and atrophy. The syndrome recognized in these patients appears to be a rare but devastating complication of herpes simplex keratouveitis, possibly exacerbated by the application of cyclocryotherapy and other factors.